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Program Plan 

 

The Time of Your Life: Discussion Group and Movie Viewing 

 

Book:  

Martel, Y. (2001). Life of Pi. Orlando: Harcourt, Inc. 

 

Yann Martel’s novel, Life of Pi, is an inspirational tale of survival and friendship. It tells the 

story of a boy, Piscine (Pi) Patel, from India who gets lost at sea for 227 days. For most of the 

time he is at sea he has only a wild tiger to keep him company. The story is told in three parts: 

his life before the shipwreck, his time stranded on the lifeboat, and the interview with insurance 

collectors after he is rescued in which Pi gives another version of events.  

 

The book explores themes of religion, salvation, and survival. It has been a part of many schools’ 

curriculum due to the clear writing and relevant exploration of themes. This novel is an 

appropriate choice for teens because it encourages critical thinking while keeping the reader 

interested with a gripping story of survival. 

 

Description:  

 

This program is a month long initiative to have teens ages 13-17 come into the library and 

engage in discussion of themes found in Yann Martel’s novel, Life of Pi. The discussion group 

will take place in the library each Wednesday evening from 6:00 pm to 7:30 pm (third week will 

run longer to accommodate movie viewing). Teens will be actively involved in discussing and 

creating questions about the book. Week three of the program will entail a field trip to go see the 

movie in theaters on opening night. The final week of the program will invite the teens to discuss 

the film and how it compares to what they read. 

 

Goals:  

● Actively engage teenagers in critical thinking. 

● Build community for the teens where they feel safe and supported. 

● Encourage discussion and debate in a respectful environment. 

● Introduce participants to a different culture. 

● Support reading for pleasure. 

● Have fun! 
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Week by Week Breakdown of the Program: 

 

Week 1 Wednesday, November 7, 2012 

 

● Welcome 

● Snacks 

● I will introduce myself to the participants in the program, and students will have 

the opportunity to introduce themselves.  

● Have students fill out short questionnaire.  

● Introduce the book to the students with a book talk, go over the program schedule, 

and explain my expectations for the program. At this point I will also ask the 

teens what their expectations for the program are. 

● Ask students to make note of significant passages they might like to discuss with 

the group. Also make note of any questions you may have while reading. 

● If a student has already read the book, I will encourage them to re-read the book 

to make sure the material is fresh in their minds so they can fully participate in the 

discussion. 

● Q and A 

● Distribute permission slips for parents. 

● Check out the books to participants and have time for independent reading. 

 

Week 2 Wednesday, November 14, 2012 

● Welcome 

● Snacks 

● Book discussion: Go over each of the discussion questions. Have students share 

their thoughts, feelings, and reactions with one another. 

● Q & A 

● Collect permission slips and payment for movie. 

 

Week 3 Wednesday, November 21, 2012 

● Welcome 

● Take attendance and load teens into transportation. 

● Go to theatre and watch film. 

● Return students to the library to be picked up. 

 

Week 4 Wednesday, November 28, 2012 

● Welcome 

● Snacks 

● I will have the participants share with the group their favorite parts from the 

movie. 
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● Participants will break into pairs and discuss the following questions: 

○ Which parts of the book did you find most important? 

○ Which parts of the movie did you find most important? 

○ Are they the same? 

○ Why do you think the movie might have been portrayed differently? 

○ Which did you prefer? The book or the movie? Why? 

● 10 Minute Break 

● Reconvene as a group and share responses. This will help us create a side by side 

comparison of the book to the movie.  

● Complete questionnaire 

● Q & A 

 

Materials needed for Program: 

● Questionnaires 

● Snacks 

● Writing utensils 

● 20 copies of Life of Pi 

● Movie tickets 

● Permission slips 

● Flip chart for comparison/contrast activity 

 

Marketing and Publicity Strategies: 

● Posters will be placed in the library 

● Posters will also be placed in local middle and high schools 

● Word of mouth will also be useful in creating interest for the program 

 

Program Budget: 

● Snacks $60 

● Posters $25 

● Copies $10 

● Gas $40 

● Total Budget: $135 

 

Other Considerations: 

● Program participation will be limited to 20. Participants are expected to sign up for the 

program in advance of the first week. 

● Students will be asked to pay for their own movie tickets. The price for the movie will be 

provided on the permission slip distributed to parents. Payment for the movie tickets will 

be collected one week before the trip so that they can be purchased in advance. 

● One volunteer will be needed for every 5 teen participants. 



Riley 4 

● Vehicles will be provided by volunteers, but gas will be reimbursed by the library.  

 

Program Evaluation/Assessment Tool 

      

● I will have the students complete a brief questionnaire the first and last week of the 

program. The responses given can be used to gauge the effectiveness of the program. 

● I will also monitor the circulation of the novel, Life of Pi, in the weeks before and after 

the discussion series.  
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Appendix A: Discussion Questions 

 

1. Excerpt: "And so, when she first heard of Hare Krishnas, she didn't hear right. She heard 

'hairless Christians', and that is what they were to her for many years. When I corrected 

her, I told her that in fact she was not so wrong; that Hindus, in their capacity for love, 

are indeed hairless Christians, just as Muslims, in the way they see God in everything, are 

bearded Hindus, and Christians, in their devotion to God, are hat-wearing Muslims." 

 

Question: The above paragraph is one of many passages in which Pi discusses religion. It 

is his belief that people do not always have to ascribe to one. Think about your religious 

beliefs and what you know about others. How do they compare/contrast? Did this book 

increase your knowledge of other religions? If so, what did you learn? 

 

2. Excerpt: “Dare I say I miss him? I do. I miss him. I still see him in my dreams. They are 

nightmares mostly, but nightmares tinged with love. Such is the strangeness of the human 

heart.”  

 

Excerpt:  “Without Richard Parker, I wouldn’t be alive today to tell you my story.” 

 

Question: These passages reference Pi’s relationship with Richard Parker and the role he 

played in Pi’s survival. How would you describe the relationship between the two? Do 

you agree that the Richard Parker helped to save Pi’s life? Why? 

 

3. Excerpt: “I had to stop hoping so much that a ship would rescue me. I should not count 

on outside help. Survival had to start with me. In my experience, a castaway’s worst 

mistake is to hope too much and to do too little. Survival starts by paying attention to 

what is close at hand and immediate. To look out with idle hope is tantamount to 

dreaming one’s life away.” 

 

Question: How would you describe Pi’s struggle to stay alive? Would you have done 

things differently? What do you think the author means by the last sentence, “To look out 

with idle hope is tantamount to dreaming one’s life away?” Do you agree? 

 

4. Excerpt: “So tell me, since it makes no factual difference to you and you can’t prove the 

question either way, which story do you prefer? Which is the better story, the story with 

animals or the story without animals? 

 

Question: Which story do you prefer? Which do you believe? Does it matter? 
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5. Excerpt: “You might think I lost all hope at that point. I did. And as a result I perked up 

and felt much better.”  

 

Question: Explain the above passage. 

 

6. Excerpt: “I must say a word about fear. It is life's only true opponent. Only fear can 

defeat life. It is a clever, treacherous adversary, how well I know. It has no decency, 

respects no law or convention, shows no mercy. It goes for your weakest spot, which it 

finds with unnerving ease. It begins in your mind, always ... so you must fight hard to 

express it. You must fight hard to shine the light of words upon it. Because if you don't, if 

your fear becomes a wordless darkness that you avoid, perhaps even manage to forget, 

you open yourself to further attacks of fear because you never truly fought the opponent 

who defeated you.”  

 

Question: Do you agree with this mentality? Why or why not? What kind of role has fear 

played in your life? 

 

Three to four discussion questions provided by students will be included at the end. 
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Appendix B: Questionnaire 

 

Circle the best answer. 

 

1. Why did you sign up for this program? 

a. a. It sounded like fun. 

b. b. My parents made me. 

c. c. I didn’t have anything else to do. 

d. d. I love this book and wanted to discuss it. 

 

2. Have you read The Life of Pi by Yann Martel? 

a. yes 

b. no 

 

3. Do you feel comfortable discussing serious issues with your peers? 

a. yes 

b. no 

 

4. How often do you visit the library? 

a. a. once a week 

b. b. once a month 

c. c. once every few months 

d. d. once a year 

e.  

5. How did you learn about this program? 

a. poster 

b. teacher 

c. friend 

d. librarian 

  

6. Do you have any suggestions for future programs or ways this program could have been 

made better? * 

 

*This question will be included only in the final questionnaire. 
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Appendix C: Posters 
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